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Service 
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6013 Lakeside Boulevard
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317‐295‐5800
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

September 30, 2022 
 
Leigh Montano  
CHA Consulting, Inc. 
201 N. Illinois Street, Suite 800 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 
Dear Ms. Montano: 
 
The proposes to proceed with a roadway rehabilitation project in Rush and Shelby Counties, 
Indiana, (Des. No. 1600801) as referred to in your letter received September 27, 2022, this will 
cause a conversion of prime farmland 
 
The attached packet of information is for your use completing Parts VI and VII of the AD-1006. 
After completion, the federal funding agency needs to forward one copy to NRCS for our records. 
 
If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859 or 
john.allen@usda.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
JOHN ALLEN 
State Soil Scientist 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Name of Project

2. Type of Project

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)

3. Date of Land Evaluation Request

5. Federal Agency Involved

6. County and State

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

YES                NO  

4.
Sheet 1 of

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

2.  Person Completing Form

4.  Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

7.  Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: %

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

6.  Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres: %

3.  Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
     (If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

5.  Major Crop(s)

8.  Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9.  Name of Local Site Assessment System 10.  Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

Alternative Corridor For Segment
Corridor A            Corridor B              Corridor C            Corridor D

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency)

A.  Total Acres To Be Converted Directly

B.  Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services

C.  Total Acres In Corridor

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

 A.  Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland

B.  Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland

C.  Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted

D.  Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c))

1.  Area in Nonurban Use

2.  Perimeter in Nonurban Use

3.  Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed

4.  Protection Provided By State And Local Government

5.  Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average

6.  Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

Maximum
Points

15
10

20

20
10

25
57.  Availablility Of Farm Support Services

8.  On-Farm Investments

9.  Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

10.  Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

20

25

10

160TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site
assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

1.  Corridor Selected: 2.  Total Acres of Farmlands to be
     Converted by Project:

5.  Reason For Selection:

Signature of Person Completing this Part:

3. Date Of Selection: 4.  Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES                 NO

DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor
C-20

SR 244 Road Rehabilitation Des 1600801

Roadway Rehabilitation 

9/27/22
FHWA

SHELBY

9/27/22 JRA

✔ 389 ac

Corn 254779 97 238904 90

LESA 9/30/22

15.43
0.00
0.006
26

84

15
10
10
5
10
10
2

8
0

0

70 0 0

84 0 0 0

0

70 0 0 0

154 0 0 0

Leigh Montano 11/7/22

Clear Form



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Name of Project

2. Type of Project

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)

3. Date of Land Evaluation Request

5. Federal Agency Involved

6. County and State

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

YES                NO  

4.
Sheet 1 of

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

2.  Person Completing Form

4.  Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

7.  Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: %

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

6.  Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres: %

3.  Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
     (If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

5.  Major Crop(s)

8.  Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9.  Name of Local Site Assessment System 10.  Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

Alternative Corridor For Segment
Corridor A            Corridor B              Corridor C            Corridor D

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency)

A.  Total Acres To Be Converted Directly

B.  Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services

C.  Total Acres In Corridor

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

 A.  Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland

B.  Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland

C.  Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted

D.  Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c))

1.  Area in Nonurban Use

2.  Perimeter in Nonurban Use

3.  Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed

4.  Protection Provided By State And Local Government

5.  Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average

6.  Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

Maximum
Points

15
10

20

20
10

25
57.  Availablility Of Farm Support Services

8.  On-Farm Investments

9.  Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

10.  Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

20

25

10

160TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site
assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

1.  Corridor Selected: 2.  Total Acres of Farmlands to be
     Converted by Project:

5.  Reason For Selection:

Signature of Person Completing this Part:

3. Date Of Selection: 4.  Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES                 NO

DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor
C-21

SR 244 Road Rehabilitation Des 1600801

Roadway rehabilitation

9/27/22
FHWA

RUSH

9/27/22 JRA

✔ 379 ac

Corn 255429 98 241962 93

LESA 9/30/22

7.65
0.00
0.003
51

76

15
10
20
10
10
5
2

5
0

0

77 0 0

76 0 0 0

0

77 0 0 0

153 0 0 0

Leigh Montano 11/7/22

Clear Form
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100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (855) 463-6848 Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

October 4, 2022 

This letter was sent to the listed parties. 

RE: Des. No. 1600801 
Dual Review Project: SR 244 Road Rehabilitation from 0.06 mile east of I-74 to 5.18 miles east of I-74 at 
Deer Creek, Shelby and Rush Counties, Indiana 

Dear Consulting Party, 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
proposes to proceed with the SR 244 Road Rehabilitation project Des. No. 1600801 in Liberty Township, Shelby 
County, and Orange Township, Rush County, Indiana. The proposed project will involve a Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) 
overlay from Michigan Road to just east of I-74. The existing pavement for the remainder of the project area will be 
milled and resurfaced in some locations with full depth replacement in other locations. New pavement will be installed 
for new shoulders and the roadway will be slightly realigned in some areas to avoid potential historic resources. The 
rehabilitated roadway will provide two, 3.3-m-wide (11.0-ft-wide) travel lanes, with 1.5-m (5.0-ft) usable (1.2-m [4-ft] 
paved) shoulders. Three small non-historic structures (Structure Nos. CV 244-073.1.12, CV 244-073-1.51, and CV 
244-073-3.22) will be replaced within the project area. There are two bridges within the project area, Bridge No.
244-73-04184B and a modern bridge over Conns Creek, Bridge No. 244-73-5843B. The Indiana Historic Bridge
Inventory determined that Bridge 244-73-04184B is not eligible for listing the NRHP. In addition to this, 16 small
concrete culverts will be replaced throughout the project area.

This letter is part of the Section 106 review process for this project. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act requires federal agencies to take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic and archaeological 
properties. We are requesting comments from you regarding the possible effects of this project. Please use the above 
Des. Number and project description in your reply and your comments will be incorporated into the formal 
environmental study.  

A Section 106 early coordination letter was distributed on August 7, 2020. In addition, a letter distributed on 
February 2, 2022, notified consulting parties that a Historic Property Report and Archaeology Phase 1a Report were 
available for review and comment. 

The proposed undertaking is on SR 244 from Michigan Road to 0.09 kilometers (km) (0.06-miles [mi]) west of Deer 
Creek in Liberty Township, Shelby County, and Orange Township, Rush County, Indiana. Specifically, the proposed 
project is within Liberty Township, Shelby County, and Orange Township, Rush County, on the Waldron and Adams 
Indiana United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangles in Sections 12 and 13, Township 12N, 
Range 7E and Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 Township 12N, Range 8E. 

The project is needed because of poor sight-distance at various intersections, substandard curves, absence of 
shoulders, narrow width of existing pavement, and improper roadway drainage. The primary purpose of the project is 
to provide an improved roadway that meets future traffic capacity, affords accommodations for moving agricultural 
machinery, and addresses repeated maintenance concerns along the corridor. The right-of-way (ROW) along SR 244 
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could not be determined and is currently assumed to extend no further than the edge of the road’s pavement. 
Permanent and temporary ROW will be required to construct the project, though exact amounts are unknown at this 
time. The proposed construction limits include 16.9 hectares (ha) (41.8 acres [ac]). 
 
CHA Engineering is under contract to advance the environmental documentation for the referenced project. Gray & 
Pape Heritage Management has been subcontracted to complete the Section 106 documentation for the project.  
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 800.2 (c), you were invited to become a consulting party as part of the Section 106 
process, or you are hereby invited to become a consulting party as part of the Section 106 process. Entities that have 
previously accepted consulting party status--as well as additional entities that are currently being invited to become 
consulting parties--are identified in the attached list.  
  
The Section 106 process involves efforts to identify historic properties potentially affected by the undertaking, to assess 
the undertaking’s effects and to seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on historic properties. 
For more information regarding the protection of historic resources, please see the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation’s guide: Protecting Historic Properties: A Citizen’s Guide to Section 106 Review available online at 
https://www.achp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017-01/CitizenGuide.pdf.  
 
Please note that, per the permanent rule issued by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources effective August 14, 
2013 (312 IAC 20-4-11.5), INDOT is requesting that this project be subjected to “dual review”; that is, reviewed by 
the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology simultaneously under 54 U.S.C. 306108 (Section 106) and IC 
14-21-1-18 (Indiana Preservation and Archaeology Law dealing with alterations of historic sites and structures 
requiring a Certificate of Approval). Pursuant to Section 11.5(f) of this rule, at the conclusion of the review process we 
anticipate that the Division Director would issue a letter of clearance exempting this project from obtaining a 
Certificate of Approval under IC 14-21-1-18. Enclosed with this letter is a detailed list of the consulting parties with 
contact information, including email addresses, for processing the dual review submission. 
 
The Area of Potential Effects (APE) is the area in which the proposed project may cause alterations in the character or 
use of historic resources. The APE contains one (1) resource, Liberty Township District Number 2 School, NR-1034 
(IHSSI #145-657-35019; 6014 East SR 244) listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
 
A historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards identified and evaluated 
above-ground resources within the APE for potential eligibility for the NRHP. As a result of the historic property 
identification and evaluation efforts, two (2) additional above-ground resources, the Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-
003-50022), and the Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District are recommended as eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 
Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District includes six contributing resources (Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church [IHSSI 145-
657-35013] Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church Cemetery [IHSSI 145-657-35013], Saint Vincent DePaul Statue [IHSSI 
010-657-00411], Saint Vincent’s Catholic School [IHSSI 145-657-35014], Saint Vincent’s Rectory [IHSSI 145-657-
35012], and Bauer Number 574 – Saint Vincent’s Hall [IHSSI 145-657-350110]), and four non-contributing 
resources (shed, Fellowship Hall, 4080 E Michigan Road, and a basketball court). 
 
This undertaking will convert property from the Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022), a Section 4(f) historic 
property, to a transportation use. Measuring from the centerline of SR 244, approximately 50-feet of new permanent 
right-of-way will be acquired from northern edge of the property for the purpose of widening the roadway and 
grading a proper drainage ditch that ties into the existing conditions to allow water to flow to the existing outfall. 
Permanent right-of-way is required for the continued maintenance of the drainage structures. The driveway entrance 
connection will be reconstructed to conform to the proposed shoulder slope and roadway. The existing cross culvert 
under SR 244, near the driveway of the property, is being replaced with a precast concrete box that outfalls to this 
property. A non-INDOT stone survey marker will be removed and provided back to the landowners, per a project 
commitment. The tree adjacent to the stone marker fell during a storm in May of 2022. No other trees will be 
impacted as part of this project. INDOT, acting on FHWA’s behalf, has determined the appropriate Section 106 
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finding is "No Adverse Effect"; therefore, FHWA hereby intends to issue a “de mimimis” finding for the Mahan 
Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022), pursuant to SAFETEA-LU, thereby satisfying FHWA's responsibilities under Section 
4(f) for this historic property.  

With regard to archaeological resources, an archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards identified or reidentified fourteen (14) sites within the project area. As a result of these efforts, 
sites 12RU208, 12SH337,12RU803–12RU805 and 12SH719–12SH727 were recommended as not eligible for 
listing in the NRHP and no further work is recommended.  

The Finding Document of “No Adverse Effect” is available for review in IN SCOPE at 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ (the Des. No. is the most efficient search term, once in IN SCOPE). 
You are invited to review these documents and to respond with comments on any historic resource impacts incurred 
as a result of this project so that an environmental report can be completed. We also welcome your related opinions 
and other input to be considered in the preparation of the environmental document. If you prefer a hard-copy of this 
material, please respond to this email with your request as soon as you can. 

Please review the information and comment within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt. If you indicate that you do not 
desire to be a consulting party or if you have not previously accepted consulting party status and you do not respond 
to this letter, you will not be included on the list of consulting parties for this project and will not receive further 
information about the project unless the design changes. 

For questions concerning specific project details, you may contact Jeff Laswell of Gray & Pape at 317.442.9582 or 
jlaswell@graypape.com. All future responses regarding the proposed project should be forwarded to Gray & Pape at 
the following address: 

Jeff Laswell 
Gray & Pape Heritage Management 
5807 North Post Road 
Indianapolis, IN, 46216  

Tribal Contacts please respond to INDOT’s Acting Tribal Liaison, Matt Coon at mcoon@indot.in.gov (317-697-9752) 
with any responses pertaining to this project including to provide INDOT/Indiana FHWA additional information about 
Tribal resources/concerns and questions/comments regarding cultural resources. The FHWA point of contact is Kari 
Carmany-George at K.CarmanyGeorge@dot.gov (317-226-5629). 
Sincerely,  

Matthew S. Coon, Acting Manager 
Cultural Resources Office 
Environmental Services 

Distribution List: 

Indiana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)  
Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church (Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Indianapolis Properties Inc.), Shelby County 
Kris Meltzer & Karen Meltzer-Armstrong, Shelby County 
Lawrence & Joan Rennekamp, Rush County 
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Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Shawnee Tribe 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION'S 
SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) AND 

SECTION 106 FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS 
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS 
EFFECT FINDING 

SR 244 Road Rehabilitation from 0.06 mile east of I-74 to 5.18 miles east of I-74 at Deer 
Creek, Shelby and Rush Counties, Indiana 

DES. NO.: 1600801 

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS 
(Pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.4(a)(1)) 

An Area of Potential Effects (APE) is defined as the “geographic area or areas within which an 
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic 
properties. The APE is influenced by the scale and nature of an undertaking…” (36 CFR 800.9 
[a]). The APE is situated in a flat, rural setting, with a combination of agricultural and residential 
resources sporadically dotting the roadway. The APE is a 106.68-m (350.00-ft) radius from the 
centerline of SR 244 and is occasionally bisected by small, rural county roads that run 
perpendicular to SR 244. This distance was chosen to ensure all buildings 50 years and older that 
are visible to the project area were included in this report. The archaeology APE is defined by the 
23.87 ha (58.99 ac) of proposed right of way or the project area, which was archaeologically 
investigated. A map of the APE is provided in APPENDIX A of the Indiana Department of 
Transportation (INDOT) 800.11 documentation below. 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS 
(Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(c)(2)) 

One National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed building was identified within the APE, 
the Liberty Township District Number 2 School (NR-1034), listed on September 4, 1992. The 
school was listed in the NRHP for its significance in history (Criterion A) and architecture 
(Criterion C). The school is eligible under Criterion A as a significant development in Indiana’s 
early public education system. The school is eligible under Criterion C for its Italianate 
architectural detailing and style. The period of significance is 1875-ca. 1919. 

The Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District, which includes six contributing resources (Saint 
Vincent’s Catholic Church [IHSSI 145-657-35013], Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church Cemetery 
[IHSSI 145-657-35013], Saint Vincent DePaul Statue [IHSSI 010-657-00411], Saint Vincent’s 
Catholic School [IHSSI 145-657-35014], Saint Vincent’s Rectory [IHSSI 145-657-35012], and 
Bauer Number 574 – Saint Vincent’s Hall [IHSSI 145-657-35011), and four non-contributing 
resources (shed, Fellowship Hall, 4080 E Michigan Road, and a basketball court), is eligible under 
Criterion A for its regional significance as one of the largest rural historic church complexes in 
Shelby County as well as being associated with the Young Men’s Institute, Bauer Number 574 – 
Saint Vincent’s Hall. Moreover, the Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District is also eligible under 
Criterion C for its architectural significance, displaying a myriad of architectural styles, many of 
which are rare in rural Shelby County. Since the Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District is mostly 
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owned by a religious institution, has been used primarily for religious purposes, and contains a 
cemetery, it must meet one of the Criteria Considerations to be eligible for listing. The Saint 
Vincent DePaul Historic District meets Criteria Consideration A as it derives its significance both 
from its regional historical significance and its architectural distinction. As such, the district is 
eligible for listing under Criteria A and C. The historic district has a date range of ca. 1850-1924. 

The Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022) is a farmstead and is recommended as eligible 
under Criterion A for its potential historic significance in local rural farming practices, and under 
Criterion C for its significance as a rural Italianate styled I-House. The house was constructed ca. 
1865. 

EFFECT FINDING 

Liberty Township District Number 2 School (NR-1034): “No Adverse Effect” 

The Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District: “No Adverse Effect” 

Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022): “No Adverse Effect” 

INDOT, acting on FHWA's behalf, has determined a "No Adverse Effect" finding is appropriate 
for this undertaking. 

INDOT respectfully requests the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer provide written 
concurrence with the Section 106 determination of effect. 

SECTION 4(F) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (for historic properties) 

Liberty Township District School Number 2 (NR 1034) - This undertaking will not convert 
property from Liberty Township District School Number 2 (NR 1034), a Section 4(f) historic 
property, to a transportation use; INDOT, acting on FHWA’s behalf, has determined the 
appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Adverse Effect"; therefore, no Section 4(f) evaluation is 
required for Liberty Township District School Number 2 (NR 1034). 

Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District - This undertaking will not convert property from Saint 
Vincent DePaul Historic District, a Section 4(f) historic property, to a transportation use; INDOT, 
acting on FHWA’s behalf, has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No Adverse 
Effect"; therefore, no Section 4(f) evaluation is required for Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church 
(IHSSI 145-657-35013). 

The Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022) - This undertaking will convert property from 
the Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022), a Section 4(f) historic property, to a transportation 
use; INDOT, acting on FHWA’s behalf, has determined the appropriate Section 106 finding is "No 
Adverse Effect"; therefore, FHWA hereby intends to issue a “de mimimis” finding for the Mahan 
Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022), pursuant to SAFETEA-LU, thereby satisfying FHWA's 
responsibilities under Section 4(f) for this historic property.  
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Matthew S. Coon, for FHWA 
Acting Manager 
INDOT Cultural Resources 

Approved Date 
October 3, 2022
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
DOCUMENTATION OF SECTION 106 FINDING OF NO ADVERSE EFFECT 

SUBMITTED TO THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
PURSUANT TO 36 CFR Section 800.5(c) 

SR 244 Road Rehabilitation from 0.06 mile east of I-74 to 5.18 miles east of I-74 at Deer 
Creek, Shelby and Rush Counties, Indiana 

DES. NO: 1600801 

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), proposes to proceed with a rehabilitation to SR 244 Des. No. 1600801 in Shelby and Rush 
Counties, Indiana. The proposed undertaking is located on SR 244, from Michigan Road to 0.09 kilometers 
(0.06-miles) west of Deer Creek in Orange Township Rush County, Indiana. Specifically, it is located within 
Sections 12 and 13, Township North, Range 7 East, and Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18, 
Township 12 North, Range 8 East as shown on the 7.5-minute Waldron and Adams, United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle map. 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires federal agencies to consider the effects of 
their undertakings on historic and archaeological properties. The federal involvement is funding from the 
FHWA. The Section 106 process involves efforts to identify historic properties potentially affected by the 
undertaking, assess its effects, and seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects on historic 
properties. 

Currently, SR 244 is functionally classified as a Rural Major Collector within the project area. SR 244 
consists of two 11-foot travel lanes in each direction. The shoulders are two feet wide from the east I-74 
interchange ramps to the west I-74 interchange ramps. There are no existing shoulders throughout the rest 
of the project area. There are minor transverse and longitudinal cracking along SR 244. The pavement is 
starting to develop moderately severe edge cracks. The existing pavement is narrow with no shoulders and 
ditches are shallow or nonexistent along most of the project area. Existing ditches are directly adjacent to 
the white line causing a potential safety hazard to motorists. The underlying pavement is exhibiting signs 
of stripping consisting of loss of bond between aggregates and asphalt binder. Land use in the project area 
consists of residential and agricultural properties located to the north and south of the project area.  

The primary purpose of the proposed project is to provide an improved roadway that meets future traffic 
capacity, affords accommodations for moving agricultural machinery, and addresses repeated maintenance 
concerns along the corridor. The need of the project is due to poor sight distance at some intersections, 
substandard curves, absence of shoulders, narrow width of existing pavement, and roadway damage. 
Three small non-historic structures (Structure Nos. CV 244-073-1.12 [constructed 2020], CV 244-073-1.51 
[constructed 2008], and CV 244-073-3.22 [constructed 2001]) will be replaced within the project area. There 
are two bridges within the project area, Bridge No. 244-73-04184B and a modern bridge over Conns Creek 
which is too new to have been previously evaluated. The Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory determined that 
Bridge 244-73-04184B is not eligible for listing the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). In addition 
to this, 16 small concrete culverts will be replaced throughout the project area.  

The proposed project will involve a Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) overlay from Michigan Road to just east of I-74. 
The existing pavement for the remainder of the project area will be milled and resurfaced in some locations 
with full depth replacement in other locations. New pavement will be installed for new shoulders and the 
roadway will be slightly realigned in some areas to avoid potential historic resources. The rehabilitated 
roadway will provide two, 3.3-m-wide (11.0-ft-wide) travel lanes, with 1.5-m (5.0-ft) usable (1.2-m [4-ft] 
paved) shoulders. The above-ground Area of Potential Effects (APE) is a 106.68-m (350.00-ft) radius from 
the centerline of SR 244 and is occasionally bisected by small, rural county roads that run perpendicular to 
SR 244 (Appendix A). The archaeological APE included a survey area extending from Michigan Road to 
0.09 kilometers (0.06-miles) west of Deer Creek.  
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The total archaeological survey area was 23.87 ha (58.99 ac), large enough to account for the uncertain 
right-of-way (ROW) requirements. The archaeological investigation was divided into 40 survey areas, based 
on natural field divisions, areas of differing survey strategy, and natural division points, such as stream 
drainages, and was adjacent to SR 244 (Appendix A).  

Additional permanent and temporary ROW will be required to construct the project, though exact amounts 
are unknown at this time.  

2. EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Early coordination was initiated on August 3, 2020. The Early Coordination Letter was uploaded to the 
Indiana Section 106 Consultation and Outreach Portal Enterprise (IN SCOPE), 
http://erms.indot.in.gov/Section106Documents/ on August 3, 2020, and released for viewing online the 
same day. The early coordination email was also sent to consulting parties on August 3, 2020. The email 
asked consulting parties to review the early coordination letter via IN SCOPE. On August 27, 2020, a hard 
copy of the Early Coordination Letter was sent to all property owners of Notable and Outstanding rated 
homes listed on the Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory who did not have access to IN SCOPE. 
Consulting parties who received the August 27, 2020, Early Coordination Letter included the Shelby County 
Public Library, Kris Meltzer at 6014 E SR 244 (Liberty Township District Number 2 School; NR-1034), 
Lawrence & Joan Rennekamp at 9617 W SR 244 (Mahan Farmstead; IHSSI 139-003-50022), and Robert 
& Jacqueline Hurst at 9289 W SR 244 (Huffman House; IHSSI 139-003-50023). Responses to the Early 
Coordination Letter can be found in Appendix D. 

- State Historic Preservation Officer (August 3),
- Indiana Landmarks, Eastern Regional Office (August 3),
- Indiana Landmarks, Central Regional Office (August 3),
- Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization (August 3),
- Shelby County Council (August 3),
- Shelby County Commissioners (August 3),
- Shelby County Highway Department (August 3),
- Shelby County Historical Society (August 3),
- Shelby County Public Library (August 27),
- Kris Meltzer, Shelby County, Liberty Township District Number 2 School (August 27),
- Rush County Commissioners (August 3),
- Rush County Council (August 3),
- Rush County Genealogical Society (August 3),
- Rush County Heritage, Inc (August 3),
- Rush County Highway Department (August 3),
- Rush County Historian (August 3),
- Rush County Historical Society (August 3),
- Lawrence & Joan Rennekamp, Rush County, Mahan Farmstead (August 27),
- Robert & Jacqueline Hurst, Rush County, Huffman House (August 27),
- Delaware Tribe of Indians, Oklahoma (August 3),
- Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma (August 3),
- Miami Tribe of Oklahoma (August 3),
- Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma (August 3),
- Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians (August 3),
- Shawnee Tribe (August 3).

The Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization responded on August 3, 2020, indicating that the 
“project was now within the Indianapolis’ MPO’s Planning Area and did not need to be sent to our 
organization” (Appendix D, D-4).  
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The Indiana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) confirmed status as a consulting party on August 
17, 2020. The SHPO recommended adding landowners and the Shelby County Public Library to the 
consulting parties list (Appendix D, D-5). 

On August 25, 2020, the Eastern Shawnee Cultural Preservation Department confirmed their acceptance 
as a consulting party, stating that people occupied these areas historically and prehistorically; however, the 
project poses no adverse effect to their knowledge (Appendix D, D-6). 

In an e-mail dated September 1, 2020, the Shawnee Tribal Historic Preservation Department responded 
agreeing to be a consulting party (Appendix D, D-8). 

On September 2, 2020, Donna Smith, on behalf of her parents Lawrence and Joan Rennekamp (Mahan 
Farmstead/9289 West SR 244 Waldron, IN 46182), spoke to Jeff Laswell of Gray & Pape, regarding the 
Early Consultation Letter sent to landowners of Notable and Outstanding rated homes. Ms. Smith stated 
that her parents would like to become a consulting party of the project (Appendix D, D-9). 

On September 2, 2020, the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma confirmed their acceptance as a consulting party, 
stating that they had no objection to the above referenced project at this time (Appendix D, D-10) 

No additional responses were received regarding the Early Coordination Letter, dated August 3, 2020, and 
August 27, 2020. 

The literature review included a check of the Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological 
Research Database (SHAARD) of the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA). SHAARD 
is a searchable Geographic Information System (GIS)-based clearinghouse for cultural resource data 
maintained in several inventories. The database includes previously surveyed above-ground resources, 
including data from the Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory (IHSSI), the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) inventory, the INDOT Historic Bridge Inventory, and the Indiana Cemetery and 
Burial Ground Registry. The history/architecture investigations consisted of a survey of all resources within 
the APE that will be over 50 years old at the time of construction letting, September 13, 2023 (Appendix A-
2 through A-23).  

Nine resources previously listed on the IHSSI are found within the project APE. The nine resources include 
two buildings (Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church [IHSSI 145-657-35013] and the Mahan Farmstead [IHSSI 
139-003-50022]) rated Outstanding, four buildings (Saint Vincent’s Catholic School [IHSSI 145-657-35014],
Saint Vincent’s Rectory [IHSSI 145-657-35012], Liberty Township District Number 2 School [IHSSI 145-
657-35019], and the Huffman House [IHSSI 139-003-50023]) are rated as Notable, and the three remaining
resources (Bauer Number 574 – Saint Vincent’s Hall [IHSSI 145-657-35011], Trackwell Cemetery [IHSSI
145-657-35021], and the Redenbaugh Farmstead [IHSSI]) are rated as Contributing. The Liberty Township
District Number 2 School is listed in the NRHP (NR-1034).

A historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards identified and 
evaluated above-ground resources within the APE for their potential eligibility in the NRHP. Prior to 
fieldwork, Gray & Pape completed an evaluation of the State Historic Architectural and Archaeological 
Research Database (SHAARD) and the NRHP database for previously surveyed and listed resources. 
Shelby and Rush counties assessor’s offices were used as well to identify all architectural resources within 
the APE. Once all historic resources were identified, fieldwork was conducted on August 10 and 11, 2020, 
to assess and photograph all historic resources within the APE that will be 50 years old by construction 
letting in 2023. A full historic property report (HPR) was prepared to display the findings of the survey which 
identified 31 historic resources. Of those 31 historic resources, the Liberty Township District Number 2 
School is listed in the NRHP, and the Saint Vincent Catholic Church, Saint Vincent Catholic School, and 
6739 E SR 244 were recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
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The HPR and Phase 1a Archaeology report (Tribes only) were submitted to consulting parties on February 
3, 2022. No additional consulting parties were added at this time. 

An email-based conversation starting February 8, 2022, was had between Donna Smith on behalf of her 
parents Lawrence and Joan Rennekamp (9289 West SR 244 Waldron, IN 46182), and Jeff Laswell of Gray 
& Pape. Ms. Smith’s original email was a question asking why the Mahan Farmstead was not recommended 
as eligible for listing in the NRHP and asked if adding the missing materials, would it be considered eligible. 
Mr. Laswell explained that it would not make a difference regarding this report; however, replacing the 
missing details could be useful if they wanted to go through the process of listing the property on the NRHP. 
The last communication in this chain was had on February 16, 2022 (Appendix D, D-15 and D-16). 

In a letter dated March 4, 2022, the SHPO agreed with the defined APE, the listed Liberty Township District 
Number 2 School, and that “the House at 4614 East SR 244, the House at 6881 East SR 244, and the 
Huffman House at 9289 West SR 244 (IHSSI #139-003-50023) are not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP." 
The SHPO disagreed with three findings of the HPR. The first disagreement was about the individual 
eligibility calls for the Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church and School, stating that the property should be 
evaluated as one and include the Saint Vincent Catholic Church, School Cemetery, Rectory, and Young 
Men’s Institute building. The SHPO also stated that 6739 E SR 244 is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
In their third comment, the SHPO commented that the Mahan Farmstead is eligible for listing in the NRHP 
under Criteria A and C (Appendix D, D-18). 
 
INDOT agreed to defer to the SHPO’s comments for the HPR. 
 
The results of the above-ground survey determined that the Liberty Township District Number 2 School 
retained sufficient significance and integrity for its current listing on the NRHP. The Saint Vincent DePaul 
Historic District was determined as eligible for listing in the NRHP. The district includes six contributing 
resources, the Saint Vincent’s Catholic Church (IHSSI 145-657-35013; 4218 E Michigan Road), the Saint 
Vincent’s Catholic Church Cemetery (IHSSI 145-657-35013; 4218 E Michigan Road), The Saint Vincent 
DePaul Statue (IHSSI 010-657-00411; 4218 E Michigan Road), Saint Vincent’s Catholic School (IHSSI 
145-657-35014; 4218 East Michigan Road), Saint Vincent’s Rectory (IHSSI 145-657-35012; 4218 E 
Michigan Road), and Bauer Number 574 – Saint Vincent’s Hall (IHSSI 145-657-35011; 4072 E Michigan 
Road). In addition, there are four non-contributing resources. The Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-
50022) was determined eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
 
No additional responses were received from consulting parties about the HPR. 
 
An archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards identified 
and evaluated archaeological resources within the APE for their potential eligibility in the NRHP. An 
archaeological survey was conducted along with the HPR. The archaeological report was divided into 40 
survey areas. Five previously recorded archaeological sites were either within, or adjacent to, the survey 
limits (12RU208, 12RU209, 12RU233, 12SH337, and 12SH345). Two of the previously recorded sites 
(12RU208 and 12SH337) were reidentified, the remaining three were not (12RU209, 12RU233, and 
12SH345). Twelve newly documented archaeological sites were identified, including 12RU803–12RU805 
and 12SH719–12SH727. Sites 12RU208, 12RU805, 12SH723, 12SH725, 12SH726, and 12SH727 are 
prehistoric sites. Sites 12RU804, 12SH337, 12SH719, and 12SH721 are historical archaeological sites. 
Sites 12RU803, 12SH720, 12SH722, and 12SH724 are multicomponent sites, with both prehistoric and 
historical archaeological occupations. An above-ground historic component of site 12SH337, consisting of 
Liberty Township District 2 School, is listed on the NRHP (NR 1034); however, the archaeological 
component of this site within the survey limits is not eligible. No further archaeological investigation is 
recommended. 

On February 7, 2022, the Eastern Shawnee Cultural Preservation Department responded to the email sent 
by INDOT on February 2, 2022. The Eastern Shawnee Cultural Preservation Department stated in their 
letter that “upon research of our database(s) and files, we find our people occupied these areas historically 
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and/or prehistorically. However, the project proposes No Adverse Effect or endangerment to known sites 
of interest to the Eastern Shawnee Tribe” (Appendix D, D-14). 

A letter dated February 17, 2022, from the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma was a response to the 
Archaeology Phase 1a and the HPR. The letter states that “the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma is 
unaware of a direct link to the newly proposed project location. The Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma is 
also unaware of items covered under Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) 
to be associated with the proposed project site, including funerary or sacred objects; objects of cultural 
patrimony; or ancestral human remains. The Peoria Tribe has no objection at this time to the proposed 
project” (Appendix D, D-17). 

In a letter dated March 4, 2022, the SHPO concurred with the Phase 1a Archaeology Report and findings 
(Appendix D, D-18).  
 
No additional responses for the Phase 1a Archaeology Report were received.  
 
Maps of the project area and photographs of eligible and listed historic resources can be found in Appendix 
A. Abstracts for both the HPR and Phase 1a Archaeology Reports can be found in Appendix B. Appendix 
C lists all consulting parties and contact information, when made available and accessible. Appendix D 
contains all letters from consulting parties about the proposed project discussed here. 

3. DESCRIBE AFFECTED HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

The Liberty Township District School Number 2 (IHSSI 145-657-35019, NR-1034) is a one-story Italianate 
schoolhouse constructed in 1875 and was listed in the NRHP on July 17, 1992. The Liberty Township 
District School Number 2 is listed under Criterion A for its historic significance in association to early public 
education in Shelby County, Indiana, and under Criterion C for its architectural significance as a well 
preserved and excellent example of an Italianate style building constructed and used within a rural setting. 
The building is constructed with a stone foundation, brick laid in a common bond, and a gable front roof 
clad in standing seem metal. The building has four-over-four single hung wood windows with stone sills and 
segmented arches, an elaborated cornice with brackets, and two wood panel doors on the building’s south 
(main) façade. 
 
Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District is a grouping of six eligible historic resources and includes Saint 
Vincent’s Catholic Church (IHSSI 145-657-35013), Saint Vincent’s Catholic Cemetery (IHSSI 145-657-
35013), the Saint Vincent de Paul Sculpture (IHSSI 010-657-00411), Saint Vincent’s Catholic School (IHSSI 
145-657-35014), Saint Vincent’s Rectory (IHSSI 145-657-35012), and Young Men’s Institute, Bauer 
Number 574 – Saint Vincent’s Hall (IHSSI 145-657-35011). The Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District is 
eligible under Criterion C and qualifies under Criterion Consideration A for its significant array of 
architectural styles, including Gothic Revival, Greek Revival I-House, and Neo-Renaissance. The Saint 
Vincent DePaul Historic District is eligible under Criterion A as one of the largest rural historic church 
complexes in Shelby County as well as being associated to the Young Men’s Institute, Bauer Number 574 
– Saint Vincent’s Hall. For the purposes of this Section 106 undertaking, the Saint Vincent DePaul Historic 
District is eligible under Criterion A as one of the largest rural historic church complexes in Shelby County, 
as well as being associated with the Young Men's Institute, Bauer Number 574--Saint Vincent's Hall. 
The contributing buildings in the historic district range in construction date from ca. 1850 through 1924. 
 
The Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022) located at 9617 West SR 244 in Rush County, is a two-
story I-House, with Italianate detailing, constructed ca. 1865. The north-facing resource is approximately 
18.6-m (61.1-ft) south of the project area. The building sits on a large grassy field, with trees scattered 
around the property. The building features a hip roof clad in asphalt shingles, with two interior brick 
chimneys on the northern slope of the roof with an extended eave and a two-story hip projection on the 
north façade. This hip projection on the north façade is a two-story porch, with a concrete pad on the first 
story and wood decking on the second story, supported by wood posts with a decorative balustrade on the 
second story and laced wood spaces on the cornice of the porch’s first and second stories. The building 
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has a one-story, gable front addition on the south façade. The building is eligible under Criterion A for its 
agricultural historic significance as an historic farmstead. The Mahan Farmstead is also eligible under 
Criterion C for its architectural significance as an Italianate style I-House. 

4. DESCRIBE THE UNDERTAKING'S EFFECTS ON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

The Liberty Township District School Number 2 (IHSSI 145-657-35019, NR-1034): No ROW will be 
acquired from NR-1034. As planned, the project will avoid the site of NR-1034 by widening the road to the 
south by approximately 9.14-m (30-ft). The Liberty Township District School Number 2 is approximately 
7.88-m (25.87-ft) north of the roadway and will remain that distance after the project is completed. The 
viewshed from the front of the building towards SR 244 will change as a result of the pavement widening. 
Some trees may be removed from surrounding properties. No other work is planned to take place around 
the Liberty Township District School Number 2. 

Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District: No ROW will be acquired from the historic district. The project area 
includes a section of the eligible historic district where the historic property boundary crosses over SR 244. 
The buildings and resources closest to the project area are the cemetery (directly adjacent to the project 
area), the fellowship hall (9.88-m [32.4-ft] south of the project area), and 4080 E Michigan Road (15.7-m 
[51.6-ft] north of the project area). The road in and around the Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District will be 
resurfaced only. The road will not be widened from the I-74 bridge to the SR 244 and E Michigan 
intersection, approximately 0.67-km (0.42-mi). No other work will take place around the Saint Vincent 
DePaul Historic District.  

The Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022): Measuring from the current SR 244 southern edge of 
pavement, approximately 12.2-m (40-ft) (0.26-ac) of new permanent ROW will be acquired from northern 
edge of the property for the purpose of grading a proper drainage ditch (extending between 3.6 to 6.1-m 
[12 to 20-ft] from edge of pavement) that ties into the existing conditions, in order to allow water to flow to 
the existing outfall (Appendix A, A-70). Along with the drainage ditch, new 1.2-m (4-ft) wide paved shoulders 
will be part of the newly constructed 3.3-m-wide (11-ft-wide) road surface. The 12.2m (40-ft) permanent 
ROW is required to allow for the continued maintenance of the drainage structures (Appendix E, pages 32-
33). The driveway entrance connection will be reconstructed to conform to the proposed shoulder slope 
and roadway. The existing cross culvert under SR 244 is being replaced, near the east side of the property’s 
driveway, with a precast concrete box that outfalls to this property. This will be replaced in-kind with no 
visual changes. A non-INDOT stone survey marker will be removed and provided back to the landowners, 
per a project commitment. The tree adjacent to the stone marker fell during a storm in May of 2022. No 
other trees will be impacted as part of this project. From the SR 244 center line, proposed ROW will extend 
between 12.2-m (40-ft) and 15.2-m (50-ft) (Appendix E, page 58) along the edge of the property. The 
viewshed from the front of the building towards SR 244 will slightly change as a result of the pavement 
widening (with shoulder), driveway entrance reconstruction, and ditch construction along the northern edge 
of the property. On average, both the roadway and ditching will shift 6-m (20-ft) to the south toward the 
house. That said, the viewshed change will be minimal with no new elements introduced. The roadway will 
remain a 2-lane corridor and the ditching will be graded to no greater than 30-cm (12-in) in depth than the 
current ground surface (see Appendix E, pages 32-33, profiles). The driveway entrance will include 
approximately 7-m (23-ft) of paved turning radii (east and west sides of the drive entrance) at the widest 
points, extending 10.7-m (35-ft) south (from edge of SR 244) along the current driveway alignment 
(Appendix E, page 33). Some trees may be removed from surrounding properties. No other work is planned 
to take place around the Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022). 
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5. EXPLAIN APPLICATION OF CRITERIA OF ADVERSE EFFECT -- INCLUDE CONDITIONS OR
FUTURE ACTIONS TO AVOID, MINIMIZE OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS

As described in 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1), the criteria of adverse effect have been applied to this undertaking. 
An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics 
of a historic property that qualify that property for inclusion in the NRHP in a manner that would diminish 
the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling or association. 

Per 36 CFR 800.5 (a) (2), examples of adverse effects may include, but are not limited to the following: 

• (i) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property;
• (ii) Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization

hazardous material remediation and provision of handicapped access, that is not consistent with
the Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (36 CFR Part 68) and applicable
guidelines;

• (iii) Removal of the property from its historic location;
• (iv) Change of the character of the property’s use or of physical features within the property’s setting

that contribute to its historic significance;
• (v) Introduction of visual, atmospheric or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the

property’s significant historic features;
• (vi) Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and

deterioration are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance to an Indian
tribe or Native Hawaiian organization; and

• (vii) Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate and
legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term preservation of the property’s
historic significance.

Application of the criteria of adverse effect defined in 36 CFR § 800.5(a), finds the proposed project’s 
potential effects are not likely to be described in 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2) (iii), (vi), or (vii). The application of 
adverse effect, focusing on 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(2)(i) (ii), (iv), and (v) follows: 

Liberty Township District Number 2 School (NR-1034; 6014 E SR 244) 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(i), no part of this property will be damaged by the project. 

Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(ii), the property will not be altered by the project. 

Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(iv), the property’s use will not change. Trees from surrounding properties may be 
removed and replaced, but the overall rural, agricultural setting will not be significantly diminished. 

Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(v), the project will introduce additional pavement in front of the property, however, 
the additional width will be added on the south side of SR 244 and the road will remain at the same 
distance from the Liberty Township School No. 2 after project completion. This visual addition will not 
diminish the integrity of any historic features. 

Changes in the property’s settings will not significantly reduce the rural and agricultural feeling and will 
not interfere with the school’s ability to convey its historical significance in education under Criterion A 
and architecture under Criterion C. 

Saint Vincent DePaul Historic District (4218 E SR 244) 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(i), no part of this property will be damaged by the project. 

Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(ii), the property will not be altered by the project. 
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Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(iv), the property’s use will not change. The roadway where the overlay will occur is 
already in a transportation use and it will not be widened. Trees and shrubs from surrounding properties 
may be removed and replaced, but the overall rural setting will not be significantly diminished. 
 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(v), the project will resurface the pavement within and adjacent to the property, 
however; the resurfacing will not widen the roadway. This visual change is minor and will not diminish the 
integrity of any historic features within the historic district. 
 
Changes in the property’s settings will not significantly reduce the rural feeling and will not interfere with 
the church’s ability to convey its significance in exploration/settlement, and religion under Criterion A, and 
architecture under Criterion C. 
 
Mahan Farmstead (IHSSI 139-003-50022; 9617 W SR 244) 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(i), the property will not be damaged by the project. 
 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(ii), the property will not be altered by the project. 
 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(iv), the property’s use will change. Changes in the property’s setting, 
including reduction of the front lawn of approximately 6-m (20-ft) for road rehabilitation, shoulder 
construction, ditching and driveway reconstruction, will not impact physical features that contribute to the 
property’s historic significance. Approximately 12.2-m (40-ft) (0.26-ac) of new permanent ROW will be 
acquired from the property for continued maintenance of the drainage ditch. There is also a cross culvert 
that is being replaced in-kind east of the property driveway that will extend into the proposed ROW. All 
roadway widening will be shifted to the north; the existing southern pavement edge will remain at the 
current location. The lawn will be restored to its previous condition following all construction activities. 
Overall, the rural, agricultural setting will not be significantly diminished. 
 
Per 36 CFR § 800.5(a)(v), the property currently has roadway, drainage ditching, and a driveway 
entrance along the northern portion of the property. Approximately 12.2-m (40-ft) (0.26-ac) of the property 
will be converted to a transportation use, with 6-m (20-ft) utilized for construction activities; however, no 
significant features of the property will be impacted. The ROW is needed from the property to improve 
pre-existing roadway elements, that again, include the road, ditching, and driveway entrance.  
 
There will be no new elements introduced, only modifying those already present. These minor changes in 
the property’s setting will not interfere with the Mahan Farmstead’s ability to convey its historical 
significance under Criterion A and its architectural significance under Criterion C, nor will it diminish the 
property’s integrity in a considerable way to warrant an Adverse Effect. 
 
The project is recommended to have “No Adverse Effect” to any eligible historic resources. 

6. SUMMARY OF CONSULTING PARTIES AND PUBLIC VIEWS 

An Early Coordination Letter was sent to potential consulting parties on August 3, 2020. SHPO responded 
to the Early Coordination Letter on August 17, 2020, asking for additional parties to be added. The 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization indicated on August 3, 2020, that the project was now 
within the Indianapolis’ MPO’s Planning Area. The Eastern Shawnee Cultural Preservation Department 
confirmed on August 25, 2020, their acceptance as a consulting party. The Shawnee Tribal Historic 
Preservation Department responded on September 1, 2020, agreeing to be a consulting party. The Miami 
Tribe of Oklahoma confirmed their acceptance as a consulting party on September 2, 2020. As per the 
request of the SHPO, an additional Early Coordination Letter was created and submitted on August 27, 
2020, to include the Shelby County Public Library and homeowners of Notable and Outstanding rated 
buildings, including Kris Meltzer at 6014 E SR 244 (Liberty Township District Number 2 School; NR-1034), 
Lawrence & Joan Rennekamp at 9617 W SR 244 (Mahan Farmstead; IHSSI 139-003-50022), and Robert 
& Jacqueline Hurst at 9289 WW SR 244 (Huffman House; IHSSI 139-003-50023). On September 2, 2020, 
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Donna Smith, on behalf of her parents Lawrence and Joan Rennekamp (Mahan Farmstead) agreed to be 
a consulting party. A full summary of comments regarding the Early Coordination Letter is in Section 2. 

The HPR was sent to consulting parties on February 3, 2022. In a letter dated March 4, 2022, the SHPO 
disagreed with three findings. INDOT CRO deferred to the SHPO on these comments. Donna Smith, on 
behalf of her parents Lawrence and Joan Rennekamp (Mahan Farmstead) emailed Jeff Laswell on 
February 8, 2022, and February 14, 2022, with questions about the HPR. Jeff Laswell responded to address 
those questions on February 8, 2022, and February 16, 2022. A full summary of comments regarding the 
HPR is in Section 2. 

The Phase 1a Archaeology Report was sent to consulting parties on February 3, 2022. In a letter dated 
March 4, 2022, the SHPO concurred with the Phase 1a Archaeology Report and findings. In a letter dated 
February 7, 2022, the Eastern Shawnee Cultural Preservation Department concurred with the Phase 1a 
Archaeology Report and findings. The Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma responded on February 17, 
2022, concurring with the Phase 1a Archaeology Report and findings. A full summary of comments 
regarding this report are in Section 2. 

No further comments were received from invited consulting parties. 

A public notice of the finding of “No Adverse Effect” will be published in a local paper and will be posted on 
IN SCOPE. Public comments will be accepted for 30 days. This document will be revised, if necessary, 
after the public notice comment period ends to reflect any substantive comments received. 
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APPENDIX A: Report Maps and Photographs
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Detail of surveyarea, page 1 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 2 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 3 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 4 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 5 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 6 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 7 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 8 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 9 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 10 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 11 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 12 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 13 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 14 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 15 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.

LEGEND

Survey Limits

Construction Limits

APE for Above
Ground

Survey Area Division

Existing Pavement

Imagery flown 2020 (ESRI Service "World Imagery")

0 50 100 Feet

0 10 20 Meters

±
Extent of Current Page

D-36



Area 14

Area 16

Area 14

Area 16

Created in ArcGIS 10.6.1 for G&P Project 20-63401

Figure A-20

4/6/2022  C:\EM_DRIVE\00_Projects_Yearly\2020\20-63401\Working_GIS\00_Projects\20_63401_Archae_800doc_DetailFigs.mxd
Service Layer Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors

Detail of surveyarea, page 16 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 17 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 18 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 19 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 20 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 21 of38, Shelby County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 22 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 23 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 24 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 25 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 26 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 27 of38, Rush County,Indiana.

LEGEND

Survey Limits

Construction Limits

APE for Above
Ground

Survey Area Division

Existing Pavement

Imagery flown 2020 (ESRI Service "World Imagery")

0 50 100 Feet

0 10 20 Meters

±
Extent of Current Page

D-48



Area 38

Area 30

Created in ArcGIS 10.6.1 for G&P Project 20-63401

Figure A-32

4/6/2022  C:\EM_DRIVE\00_Projects_Yearly\2020\20-63401\Working_GIS\00_Projects\20_63401_Archae_800doc_DetailFigs.mxd
Service Layer Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors

Detail of surveyarea, page 28 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 29 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 30 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 31 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 32 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Figure A-37
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Detail of surveyarea, page 33 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Figure A-38
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Detail of surveyarea, page 34 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 35 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Figure A-40

4/6/2022  C:\EM_DRIVE\00_Projects_Yearly\2020\20-63401\Working_GIS\00_Projects\20_63401_Archae_800doc_DetailFigs.mxd
Service Layer Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors

Detail of surveyarea, page 36 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 37 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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Detail of surveyarea, page 38 of38, Rush County,Indiana.
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The Area ofPotential Effects,Shelby and Rushcounties, Indiana,page 1 of 5.
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The Area ofPotential Effects,Shelby and Rushcounties, Indiana,page 2 of 5.
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The Area ofPotential Effects,Shelby and Rushcounties, Indiana,page 3 of 5.
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The Area ofPotential Effects,Shelby and Rushcounties, Indiana,page 4 of 5.
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The Area ofPotential Effects,Shelby and Rushcounties, Indiana,page 5 of 5.
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Figure A-49. South and west facades of the Liberty Township District Number 2 School, view to the northeast. 

Figure A-50. South facade of the Liberty Township District Number 2 School, view to the north. 
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Figure A-51. South and east facade of the Liberty Township District Number 2 School, view to the northwest. 

Figure A-52. View of the Project area west near the Liberty Township District Number 2 School, view to the west. 
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Figure A-53. View of the Project area east near the Liberty Township District Number 2 School, view to the east. 
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Figure A-55. Southwest and northwest facades of Saint Vincent's Catholic Church, view to the east. 

Figure A-56. Southwest facade of Saint Vincent's Catholic Church, view to the northeast. 
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Figure A-57. Saint Vincent DePaul Statue, view to the northeast. 

Figure A-58. Saint Vincent’s Catholic Cemetery, view to the southwest. 
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Figure A-59. Saint Vincent’s Catholic Cemetery, view to the west. 

 
Figure A-60. Northwest and southwest facades of Saint Vincent's Catholic School, view to the east. 
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Figure A-61. Southwest facade of Saint Vincent's Catholic School, view to the northeast. 

 
Figure A-62. Southeast facade of Saint Vincent's Catholic School, view to the northwest. 
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Figure A-63. Northeast facade of Saint Vincent's Catholic School, view to the south. 

Figure A-64. Saint Vincent’s Catholic Rectory, view to the northeast. 
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Figure A-65. Saint Vincent’s Catholic Rectory, view to the north. 

 
Figure A-66. 4072 East Michigan Road, view to the northeast. 
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Figure A-67. 4072 East Michigan Road, view to the north. 

Figure A-68. Fellowship Hall, view to the northeast. 
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Figure A-69. View of the Project area east near Saint Vincent’s Catholic School, view to the east.

D-77



"J

")9617 W SR 244 (139-003-50022)

139-003-50022

Created in ArcGIS 10.8.1 for G&P Project 20-63401.002

Figure A-70

6/28/2022  C:\EM_DRIVE\00_Projects_Yearly\2020\20-63401\Working_GIS\00_Projects\20_63401_Archae_800doc_MahanFmstd.mxd
Service Layer Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors

Mahan FarmsteadHistoric PropertyBoundary.
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Figure A-71. 9617 West State Route 244, view to the south. 

Figure A-72. Historical photograph of Mahan Farmstead House, with cornice and lintels (HLFI 1988). 
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Figure A-73. Outbuildings associated with the Mahan Farmstead, view to the south. 

A-74. Outbuildings associated with the Mahan Farmstead, view to the southeast.
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